
June 2025 

Y’all Means All:   
Survivors & Advocates 

 in (and from) Appalachia 
 

 

 

Laura Beth Weaver, M.A. 
lbweaver@vsdvalliance.org 

Pronouncing Appalachia 
• Sharyn McCrumb’s explanation 
• The Birthplace of Country Music’s take on it 

Articles 
• The Demonization of Rural America 
• The Lies We’re Told About Appalachia 

Tyler Childers Pushes Back  
• (article + link to video statement + link to song) 

Maps 
• Appalachian Regional Commission 
• Virginia Poverty Map 

An incomplete list of recommended reading 
• Appalachia: A History by John Alexander Williams 
• Anything by bell hooks 
• Storming Heaven by Denise Giardina  

“This is the story of the miners and the union they wanted, of the people who loved 
them and the people who wanted to kill their dreams.” A novel about the tragic Battle 
of Blair Mountain. 

• Bastard Out of Carolina by Dorothy Allison 
• Anything by Wendell Berry 
• The Poco Field:  An American Story of Place by Rev. Dr. Talmage A. Stanley (one of my 

mentors) 
• On my reading list:  Another Appalachia:  Coming Up Queer and Indian in a Mountain Place 

by Neema Avashia 

mailto:lbweaver@vsdvalliance.org
https://youtu.be/eGCqWrsAZ_o
https://birthplaceofcountrymusic.org/to-app-uh-latch-uh-or-to-app-uh-lay-shuhthat-is-the-question/
https://time.com/6980243/classism-rural-america-essay/
https://www.yesmagazine.org/issue/building-bridges/2019/11/12/the-lies-were-told-about-appalachia
https://www.npr.org/sections/we-insist-a-timeline-of-protest-music-in-2020/2020/09/18/914469882/tyler-childers-pushes-back-on-southern-values-and-our-long-violent-history
https://www.arc.gov/map/relative-poverty-rates-in-appalachia-2013-2017/
https://hdpulse.nimhd.nih.gov/data-portal/social/map?age=001&age_options=ageall_1&demo=00007&demo_options=poverty_3&race=00&race_options=race_7&sex=0&sex_options=sexboth_1&socialtopic=080&socialtopic_options=social_6&statefips=51&statefips_options=area_states

