Dramatization of Barriers Cards (7 two-sided 8.5” x 11” cards)

Print these cards so that the agency name is on one side and the description is on the opposite side.  Use 8.5” x 11” so that agency names will be easily visible to group participants.

My name is Chris. I’m a transgender woman living with HIV and I desperately need your help. My partner of about 5 years broke my arm last night. I’m afraid he’ll hurt me worse and maybe our daughter if we stay.  She’s not my biological daughter but I fear for her safety. I don’t have any family to call on and all our friends are his. He controls all the money, but we’ve gotta get out of there.  Please help us.

I am with a Domestic Violence Program.  I’m sorry but at this time we can’t bring you into the shelter. It’s my understanding you were born a man and we can’t put the women here at jeopardy right now. We can offer you a hotel room for a couple nights and then try to find maybe another shelter in the area for you. And we most certainly cannot house his daughter unless she comes and asks us herself.  Again, we’re sorry. It’s shelter policy.

I am with a Gay Faith Organization/Community Center.  We’ve got some brochures you can read. I think there’s some hotline phone numbers on some of them. We’re not really able to get involved at the moment in this sort of situation.  I mean we don’t want people making assumptions about us. You’re both really important members of the community. Do we really need to make a big deal out of this? Maybe you can come in for counseling sessions.

I am with Child Protective Services.  Are there other individuals who can attest to her being abused and mistreated? You sound like you have your own issues to deal with.  How did the child come to be under your care, anyway?  Who are her legal guardians and where are they?  She is going to have to stay with us until we get a better understanding of the situation.
I am with the local police department.  If you want to press charges, you are going to have to go to the magistrate to take out a warrant.  According to VA law and a past attorney general opinion, you are not eligible for a protective order because of the... situation... and the...  nature... of your relationship.  Other than giving you that information, there really isn't much more I can do to help you.
I am with a Sexual Assault Crisis Center.  We don’t really have anything set up at this time to help you. Have you tried your local AIDS services group or homeless shelter? I just think it might be safer for everyone if you tried those places first.  

I am with a Homeless Shelter - You can stay here but only if you dress in normal guy clothes. We don’t have a separate space for homosexuals and this is a men’s shelter.  You decide.
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