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Wife beating is common in Europe and is endorsed by the church as the loving husband’s means of correcting his wife’s faults.
British Common Law allows for a man to chastise his wife with a stick no greater than the length from the last joint to the end of the thumb (the rule of thumb).

Women’s Christian Temperance Union and Women Suffragists protest the brutality of drunken husbands and fight for prohibition; changes occur in divorce laws so that women can divorce for “mental cruelty”. 
Freud publishes his seduction theory: the majority of women with symptoms of hysteria and other forms of mental illness are victims of sexual abuse.

Women received the right to vote in the United States with the passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Refuge House, the first battered women’s shelter in the world, opens in London.

The first rape crisis center opens in the United States, founded by the Bay Area Women Against Rape.

The first battered women’s shelter in the United States opens in St. Paul, Minnesota, founded by the Women’s Advocates.

First sexual assault crisis center opens in Virginia in Norfolk
VA: The first shelter in Virginia opens: the Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley is located in Radford. 

The Domestic Violence Prevention and Services Act, which allocates federal money for battered women’s programs, passes in the U.S. Senate. 

Virginians Aligned Against Sexual Assault (VAASA) is incorporated.  Note:  VAASA and VADV transformed into the Action Alliance in 2004, one state coalition addressing both sexual and domestic violence in VA.
Virginians Against Domestic Violence (VADV) is incorporated.  Note:  VADV and VAASA transformed into the Action Alliance in 2004, one state coalition addressing both sexual and domestic violence in VA.
VA: Senator Rick Boucher introduces legislation to increase the marriage license fee from $3 to $13. The Marriage License Tax Bill passes in both houses, allocating $400,000 for battered women’s programs and child abuse prevention programs. 

VA: The Protective Order is created as a civil option in Virginia.  This is the first time battered women have an option other than filing for divorce or making a criminal complaint.

The first book about African American women and abuse is published by Evelyn White entitled Chain, Chain Change: For Black Women Dealing with Physical and Emotional Abuse.

VA: The crimes of Marital Rape and Marital Sexual Assault are created.  For someone to be charged with Marital Rape the parties must be living separate and apart or there must be a serious physical injury.  In order for the crimes to be prosecuted each must be reported with 10 days of its occurrence.
The first Domestic Violence Awareness Month is held in October.

The Power and Control Wheel is published by Ellen Pence in Duluth, Minnesota.
The national toll-free domestic violence hotline is forced to disconnect because of insufficient funding.
Virginia becomes the second state in the nation to criminalize stalking. Stalking is categorized as a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
Violence against women is included as a human rights violation by the United Nations at its International Conference on Human Rights in Vienna.
VA: The Statewide Family Violence Hotline begins operation. 

The US Congress passes the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) as part of the federal Crime Bill$1.6 billion was authorized for the years 1994-2000.

Virginia Sexual Assault Hotline added to existing Family Violence Hotline


The National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence was formed at the National Symposium on La Violencia Domestica: An Emerging Dialogue Among Latinos in Washington, DC.

Virginia abolishes the marital rape exemption, which states that a spouse may be charged with rape only if the parties are living separately or there is physical injury.

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) allows foreign nationals to escape abusive relationships with US citizens or Legal Permanent Residents upon whom their own legal status depends without fear of automatic deportation.

The U Visa is established through VAWA to permit certain non-citizens who have suffered substantial abuse to remain in the United States as long as they cooperate with police in the investigation and prosecution of the crime.
Governor Tim Kaine establishes a Commission on Sexual Assault.

Virginia Anti-Violence Project receives state funding for the first time.  VAVP addresses intimate partner and sexual violence in the LGBTQ community.
Vice President Biden announced the appointment new White House Advisor on Violence Against Women, a newly created position at the White House. issues.
Protective Orders are expanded to include ALL people who have been subjected to an act or threat of violence that results in bodily injury or places one in reasonable fear of death, sexual assault or bodily injury.
