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Family/Household exists between parties








Protective Order


Jurisdiction:  General District Court





Relief Available:   prohibit acts of violence, force or threat or criminal offenses the result in injury to person or property; Prohibiting such other contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household members of the petitioner as the court deems appropriate necessary for the health or safety of such persons; Such other conditions as the court deems necessary to prevent (i) acts of,violence, force, or threat, (ii) criminal offenses that may result in injury to person or property, or (iii) communication or other contact of any kind by the respondent.





Violation: Class 1 misdemeanor; third or subsequent offense a Class 6 felony; pro-arrest








Family Abuse Protective Order


Jurisdiction:  Juvenile and Domestic Relations





Relief Available:  prohibit acts family abuse or criminal offenses the result in injury to person or property; Prohibiting such other contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household members of the petitioner as the court deems appropriate necessary for the health or safety of such persons; grant petitioner temporary possession of premises and enjoin respondent from terminating necessary utilities or require respondent to provide suitable alternative housing; temporary possession and use of motor vehicle; other relief necessary.





Violation: Class 1 misdemeanor; third or subsequent offense a Class 6 felony; pro-arrest





Act of Violence, Force, or Threat/Family Abuse


An act involving violence, force, or threat that results in bodily injury or places one in reasonable apprehension of death, sexual assault, or bodily injury. Such act includes, but is not limited to, any forceful detention, stalking, criminal sexual assault in violation of Article 7 (§ � HYPERLINK "http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+cod+18.2-61" �18.2-61� et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2, or any criminal offense that results in bodily injury or places one in reasonable apprehension of death, sexual assault, or bodily injury.





“Family Abuse” means an act of violence, force, or threat, as defined above, committed by a family and/or household member.








Petitioner is or has been, within a reasonable period of time, subjected an act of violence.








No Relationship Required











As of July 1, 2011.  For questions, please email publicpolicy@vsdvalliance.org or call 804-377-0335.


